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Homer Pearson Is Cited as Distinguished Citizen 


The title of Distinguished Citizen was bestowed on Homer Pearson -of 
Fayetteville at exercises held in the parlors of the Baptist Church on 
Sunday afternoon, April 15. A large gathering of members of the County 
Historical Society, the Washington County bar, and friends of the hon—- 
oree heard the guest speaker, F.O.Butt of Eureka Springs, -pay tribute 
to the veteran Fayetteville lawyer. Mr.Butt and Mr,Pearson have: been 
friends for longer than a half century. The citation of Distinguished 
Citizen was presented to the honoree by. Dr.Fount’Richardson, president 
of the WCHS. Mr.Pearson responded with the sincerity and humility that 

‘heve made him ‘one of Our’Town's best loved citizens. An interested 
participant in the program was the’ Rev. William Sherman, who gave the 
invocation. Mr.,Pearson recalled that he had known Rev, Sherman "ever 
since I was a little boy and Billy Sherman was a big boy", The formal 
- program was followed by a social hour, during which refreshments were 
“served by the social committee of the Baptist Church. 


~ Campaign Under Way To Develop Battlefield Park 


A campaign to publicize plans for the development of Battlefield 
Park at Prairie Grove began April 1 with the mailing of a 5—page let— 
ter by the Washington County Historical Society. The mailing piece in- 
cludes a map of the Park area and a statement of the proposed develop— 
ments, signed by Mrs.J.C.Parks for the U.D.C. and Fred McCuistion for 
the Lions Club of Prairie Grove. Other mailing pieces, including a 
pooklet relating the story of the battle, are being planned, 


Fayetteville Daily Begins Publication of County History 


The Northwest Arkansas Times, Fayetteville daily, on April 16 began 
publication of a series of historical features written by Tom Feathers 
secretary of the WCHS. The first installments told the story of old 
Lovely County. The author plans to cover personalities, industries, 
postoffices, churches, schools, and other subjects. 


National Association Lauds Publication of Walker Letters 


History News, published in Chapel Hill, N.€., by the American Asso- 
.clation for State and Local History, paid the WCHS the following com— 
pliment in its March number: 

"The Washington County Historical Society, Fayetteville, Ark., has 
issued another useful publication in substantial but relatively inex- 
pensive format. 'The Walker Family Letters! cover the period 1830 to 
1880. David Walker was Chief Justice of the Arkansas Supreme Court and 
Chairman of the Arkansas Secession Convention, The Society is to > 
commended for reproducing such source material as this which cthaggbe 
-would not, be available to the public." NY 
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Family Information Wanted 


(The WCHS gets occasional requests for information from persons who 
are doing research in their family history. Sometimes we are able to 
help -—- from the marriage, cemetery, and military records that have 
been published in FLASHBACK, In the following cases we have no 
records, If any member of the WCHS can furnish information about any 
of these families, please let us know, Or write directly to the person 
seeking the information, -- WIL) 


WOFFORD -- Mrs, Charles E, Wofford of St, Louis is interested in the 
Woffords who emigrated from North Carolina to Tennessee to Missouri, 
especially an Isaac Wofford whom she is unable to place. 


CLEGHORN or Gleghorn -—— Mrs, Gertrude Cleghorn Josserand of Dodge 
City, Kansas, wants information about five Cleghorn brothers who are 
believed to have come to Washington County in the 1840's, Their names: 
James, Andrew, Robert, Elijah, William, 


McKINNEY --— Mrs. S.E.Douglas of Tahlequah, Okla., seeks information 
about the John McKinney family who came to Fayetteville about 1835, 
From here they went to St,Paul, Huntsville and Ozark, where the wife 
of John McKinney (born Peggy Lee, daughter of James Lee) died in 1842, 
Mrs. Douglas has been unable to find ancestors of John McKinney, James 
Lee and John Myers. 


WILLIAMS -- Mrs, Hersey Montgomery of Duncan, Okla., wants any in- 
formation about her Williams ancestors who lived in either Washington 
or Madison counties, 


ASH -- Mrs. H. T. Brasell of Portales, New Mexico, needs information 
about her srandfather, Thomas Henry Ash, He was born 1840 in Kentucky, 
died c, 1898 in DeQueen, Ark.; is said to be buried in Fayetteville. 
The family home of T.H.Ash and his wife (Martha Lavinia DuVal) was in 
Fayetteville where he was in the lumber business. They had six sons 
and one daughter, Mrs,Brasell is positive that both Thomes and Martha 
Ash are buried in Fayetteville. 


RIDGE -- lirs.W.H Manning of Amarillo, Texas, seeks information about 
her great-grandmother, Harriet Angeline (Ridge) Gardner. Harriet Ridge 
was born.Jan,24, 1836, She married Ellis Milton Gardner Oct.13, 1853, 


GRAY -=- Mrs, L. L. Woollen, Cleveland, Tenn,, writes: "Do you have 
record of Columbus Harrison Gray, Francis Marion Gray, James Addison 
Gray or Thomas Gray, who may have been buried in the Arkansas Confed= 
erate Cemetery?'! i : 


STONE -- Mrs, Daniel Stone Kelty, 9056 Rancho Real, Temple City, 
Calif., writes: "Will you look in your pioneer records under SarahJdane 
Thurman, to see if that family gave any data about her husband, Gener- 
al W. Stone; under James Scott, to see if it gave birthplace of his 
wife Sally Stone, sister of General Stone; Nannie Scott, wife of John 
Stone, does it give birthplace or burial place of John Stone?; Cinda 
Lewis, wife of Louis Stone -- does it give birthplace or burial place 
of Louis Stone?" 


From Volume I of the Fayetteville Democrat 


_ (Editor's note: Floyd Carl Jr. has presented to the Washington Coun- 
ty Historical Society photostatic copies. of the four pages of the 
earliest known copy of the Fayetteville Democrat ( antecedent of the 
present Northwest Arkansas Times. Mr.Carl has the only known copy of 
the original newspaper. The issue is dated August 22, 1868, and is 
numbered No. 7 of Volume I. This would indicate that the birthday of 
the Fayetteville Democrat was July 11, 1868. However, Allsopp's "His- 
tory of the Arkansas Press" says that the first post-war number was 
printed July 4, 1868. W.B. and E.B.Moore, who published the issue re- 
produced below, were the sons of W. W. Moore who had issued the first 
Fayetteville Democrat on August 10, 1860. The war interrupted this 
newspaper venture and the printing * plant suffered destruction during 
the war. For the record, here is a digest of the news and advertise- 
ments in the Democrat of August 22, 1868. -- WJL) 


THE FAYETTVILLE \WEEKLY DEMOCRAT 
(note misspelling) 
VoL, I ‘August 22, 1868 . No. 7 


E.B. and W.B. Moore, Editors.and Publishers 


Office - Upstairs in.the old VanHoose building near the North-East 
corner of the Public Square 

Subscription - One copy per year in advance, $2 

i pages of 5 columns each 


Front page taken up mostly with article on "The Registration Law." 
Also "Speech of Hon. E.H.English delivered at the Democratic Registra-— 
tion Meeting, Eagle Township, Pulaski County, August 6th, 1868, on the 
Test Oath, etc." 

Only one page of local news and local sere as The ‘only local 
news items are as follows: “ 


Examination 
- Miss Annette  Arrington's 
school, at Hog Eye, closed on 
Friday, 14th inst. We learn 
from a gentleman who was pres-— 
ent that the examination ofthe 
pupils, from the lowest to the 
highest branches of. study,gave 
general satisfaction to the 
patrons, and reflected great 
credit on Miss Arrington as a 
teacher. The citizens of Hog 
Eye and vicinity are fortunate 
in securing the. services of 
Miss Arrington. We understand 
that she proposes commencing 
another le! ina few weeks, 


Re distrens 
Registrars for Washington 
County Are: Samuel Bard, W.W. 
Campbell, Banjamin Rainey. 


Married 

On Wednesday morning, . the 
19th inst., at the residence 
of the bride's father, by the 
Rev.A.B.Murphy, Mr.\.D,.Patton 
to Miss Jemnie Tuttle, all of 
Washington County... | 

We, with great pleasure, 
acknowledge the printer's fee, 
plenty of nice cake, May hap- 
piness attend: the young couple. 


Fayetteville Hotel 

This house has passed from 
the control of hrs.Wing,to the 
control of Mrs, Sellars, who 
will use every exertion to give 
satisfaction tothe public. The 
table will -be furnished with 
the best . the country affords. 


Give the house atrial under ..< 
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its new proprietress, of Ag 
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Professional Cards 
- .G. W. Walker, attorney; Alfred M. Wilson, attorney; J. R..Pettigrew, 
attorney; B. J. H. Gaines, attorney; Thomas M. Gunter, attorney; Drs, 
Pollard and Stevenson, physicians; Dr. R.F. Lotspeich, physician; Dr, 
.R.F.Winsborough, dentist, Also, three Bentonville attorneys: R.\W/.Ellis, 
-W.B. cans S.W. Peel. 


Advertisements 
3 Reventoriils Female Institute, Maj. Geo. D. Alexander, president, 
.Mrs,. M.F.Barcus assists in the Literary Branches. Prof.E.K.Barcus has 
charge of the Music Department. 


i Re. & M. Josey, manufacturers of Boots and Shoes. First door east, 
Carter's Saloon, Main Street. 


Mrs. Lee and irs, Boles, Fashionable Millinery and Dress Making. 
Upstairs on South-East Corner, Square. 


Livery Stable, Thomas Jennings, Proprietor. 


Dental Notice. Dr. N. Case, dentist of Little Rock, will visit Fay- 
etteville regularly, in October and May of each year, "and will be vre- 
pared to do all kinds of work in his line, 


J. He Vantoose, Notary Public. Office at Store. 


Real Estate Agency, We We Moore, General brokerage business in real 
estate, Office at Democrat, 


J.J, Miller, fashionable Barber, West Side, Public Square. 
D. D. Stark, general Land Agent, 


Joseph Zilleih, wishes to inform the citizens of Fayetteville that he 
is prepared to renovate hair, dyeing, shampooing and shaving. Shop 
east of Leader's Store, 


J. L. Duke, dealer in watches, clocks, jewelry, musical instruments, 


McComb & Kaiser's Bowling Saloon. Dealers in Bourbon Whisky, Rye 
. Whisky, Wines, Brandy, Gins, Beer, Cigars. 


Picture Gellery, J. R. Howerton, Would inform the citizens of Fay- 
_. etteville that he has greatly improved the Gallery, and is now better 
~ prepared than ever to make good Pictures, 


James E. Trott's Dry Good Store. Laces, Lawns, Silks, Prints, Shoes, 
Gloves,. Hose, Coffee, Sugar. In short, everything which a lady wants, 


John L. Blakeley, dealer in all kinds of furniture, 


A. Hendry, Sash, Door and Blind Manufactory. 


7 McLlroy & Van Hoose, Dry Goods, At Sutton's Old Stand. "Quick Sales 
- and Small Profits," 

The fine, blooded, trotting and race stallion, GENERAL MORGAN, will 
make the fali and spring season at J. W. Allen's, 7 miles southwest of 

Fayettéville,wireroad, at the low price of (10. -- J. L. Vaughan 


Old Trees of Prairie Grove 


by J. D. Neal 
(written about 1880) 


In the corporate limits of Prairie Grove there are many grand old 
trees. They are grand in stature and beauty and grander still in his- 
tory. The pioneers of this vatley found about two-thirds of its area 
prairie, the timber being a eee in isolated groves and along the 
margin of che streams, 


As the en groves have given place to cultivated fields, these 
old monarchs‘of the woods have become objects. of much interest, if. not 
positive veneration, | to the present inhabitants who now nothing of 
. the original forests except by tradition; and they seem old, true and 
tried friends to the old settlers who have grown up with them, . 


From the vast variety of magnificent trees now to be seen . in the 
suburbs, including some stately oaks and towering cottonwoods, the 
drooping aspens, tall poplars, and spreading elms, one might think 
that Prairie Grove was once a vast park; with a fountain beneath their 
shades of as pure, cold and everlasting water that flows from the 
largest bluffs. | a A as ta tee th 


It is the province of this writing to give some incidents recorded 
in connection with many of these old trees, some of which read more 
like fictions of romance than the truths of history. ae 


We will be .as brief as possible, and begin with how some of them 
came to be here. | Pin 


It is said that in 1834 a young man and his best girl came on foot 
to the Buchanan Spring for the. purpose of ‘employing the proprietor of 
the place to unite them in the holy bonds of wedlock, — the second 
that ever took place in this valley. | 


Upon meeting this old pioneer preacher, the Reverend Buchanan, the 
young man was sadly surprised when he learned that he hed only the 
amount in cash necessary for recording the merriage certificate——which 
was fifty cents - and none to pay the preacher for performing the cer- 
emony. The preacher knew that ‘the young couple had footed it several 
miles over ;the hills and through the forests to find one legally eauth-— 
-orized to bid them go and keep house in the true backwoods style, and 
resolved that there should be no disappointment. He had learned that 
‘there were some nice shade trees on the creek near where the young man 
lived, and proposed carrying out the ceremony, uniting them by lew as 
they were already united in heart, providing the young men would bring 
a dozen shade trees and plant them about the spring, which needed 
trees to cast off the rays of the summer's scorching sun as it was 
then in the open prairie. The stipulation was agreed upon and the kind- 
hearted pioneer preacher performed the desired ceremony, :fter which 
the bride and groom were invited to remain for dinner, but happy in 
each other's love, they did not wish to eat but set out. hand in hand 
to the place from whence they came to enter at once upon the duties of 


.. life — soon began clearing the forests in this now famous valley whose 


fields are the center of the garden spot of the banner county of the 
grand state of Arkansas. 


In the same block there stands a large catalpa, one side of its 
trunk dead, caused by the burning of a house in 1862. 


The northeast corner of this same block is awarded one of the most 
magnificent clumps of trees to be found anywhere. They are known as 
aspen or silver leaf poplars. : 


In 1834 General Sam Houston, Rezin Bowie -- the celebrated inventor 
of the Bowie knife -—- and a party of other prominent men passed 
through the site of Prairie Grove and nooned at the spring, where they 
were met by several of the settlers. Also quite a number of school 
children were present as the school at the little church house was 
dismissed and these hardy pupils of the "wild-woods", who it is said 
had ‘the backbone to sit in an upright position all day on rough hewed 
seats without backs, sought to gaze upon this group of prominent men, 
especially General Houston, 


After remaining for some time at the spring, General Houston, seem— 
ingly fond of children, arose and made them a short speech. When he 
concluded the school children were called upon to respond, and after a 
little urging one of those barefooted youths of ten summers, or sum—. 
mers thereabout, came forward and, with all the pomp of a great orator, 
rehearsed his schoolboy speech, the title of which we hope will be 
borne in mind by all who may read these incidents, "Axman,Spare That 
Tree," 7 7 


This occasion turned out to be quite an interesting one, and lasted 
about*three hours, and the clump of trees mentioned stands today as a 
memento of it and in honor of General Houston's campfire where he made 
his coffee and cooked other eatables that day, for it was set out on 
the very Spot where the ashes were. 


There-is one other tree we wish to make mention of, and itisa 
large elm with a circumference of 133 feet around the trunk 3 feet 
above the ground. When the early settlers of this country first began 
to fence off and cultivate the fields, it was but a sprout and for a 
few years was grubbed down and plowed over, but in due time it was 
protected by the orders of Rev. Buchanan. 


A few days previous to the battle of Prairie Grove a soldier boy in 
Colonel Lewis! regiment had a remarkable dream which he frequently 
told on the march from the Arkansas River. It was about as follows: 


He dreamed the army marched over a mountain and descended into a 
beautiful valley, in which he saw a white church in the midst of a 
beautiful grove; that here they met the enemy; that while marching in 
double quick time to take their places in the line of battle, he came 
to a dry ravine beneath the bows of a spreading elm, and in springing 
across the ravine he was stricken by a miny ball and fell down in it 
dead, 


In a day or so the army descended the mountain into this valley and 
the dream by this time so impressed him that he thought his time was 
near at hand. Soon he saw the church and grove, and pointed it out to 
his colonel and comrades, Presently and lot he was at the ravine, 


With little time to meditate ——- a thought quicker then the lightning's 
flash certainly was heralded to his mind. He doubled up his hat,put 
it in his bosom and boldly made the leap over the ravine when a ball 
struck him and he fell to the bottom. In a few seconds he sprang to 
his feet and, drawing his hat from his bosom, waved it in the air ex- 


claiming, "Boys, my old hat saved me!" 


During the battle of Prairie Grove another vision of a similar kind 
is reported by good authority as having come true, but it is not in 
the province of this sketch. We will state, however, that this dream 
proved fatal to the young man whose name was John Sharp. I understand 
thet he was related to Mr. Sharp who lives southeast of this place, 


Such dreams as these took place in many other battles throughout the 
late war. Truly is it said that "truth is stranger than fiction." 


After the battle of Prairie Grove many a brave hero was laid beneath 
the spade of these stately old trees of this country, and since then 
also many a God~fearing pioneer. But while they are dead and gone, 
these old trees still live on and on, bearing bright remembrances of 
those bygone times of mirth and woeful devastation of bitter war. 


The open battle ground of the valley and neighboring hills is now 
enclosed in thrifty farms of fine orchards and fields of waving corn 
and blooming clover. Throngs of peaceful neighbors, citizens and 
countrymen now often mingle in the grateful shade of war—scarred trees 
and quaff the cooling draught of gurgling fountains where but thirty- 
four years ago contending hosts with maddening fury fought,’ and sick- 
ening, dying soldiers bathed their bleeding wounds and quenched their 
burning thirst. 


Trusting that this letter has not been too long, we add a beautiful 
poem from the poet, Father Ryan: 


Old trees! old trees! in your mystic gloom 
There's many a warriour laid, 
And many a nameless and lonely tomb 

Is sheltered beneath your shade, 


Old trees! old trees! Without pomp or prayer 
We buried the brave and the true, 

We fired a volley and left them there 

To rest, old trees, with you. 


Old trees, old trees, keep watch and ward 
Over each grass-grown bed; 

'Tis a glory, old trees, to stand as guard 
Over our Southern dead, 


Old trees, old trees, we shall pass away. 
Like the leaves you yearly shed, 

But ye' love sentinels, still must stay, 
Old trees, to guard "our dead", 


a> JeD.N. 


History Commission Makes Eno Material Available 


The Arkansas History Commission has published a catalogue of its 


Clara B. Mo collection of historical materials, thus making available 


much of the information gathered by Miss Fno during her lifetime, The 
catalogue was prepared by Ted R: Worley, executive secretary of the 
History Commission. It lists the several thousand items ( documents, 


“letters, notebooks, business papers, etc. ) under such headings as the 


ere 


~ ot following: 


Clara B. Ino — manuscripts, notebooks, correspondence 
John Henry & Edw, Cunningham —- business papers 

David C. Williams & William Whitfield - business papers 
Arkansas Confederate Records, and others 


There are many Washington County items. For example, the Henry & 


Cunningham Papers contain letters from: 


Wm, Barrington, Fayetteville, 1846 
N. B. Dannenburg, Evansville, 1846 
J. Funkhouser, Sylvia, 1853 
Kuykendall & Barron, Billingsley, 1855 
W. H. Rhea, Cincinnati, 1856 
J. W. Greer, Evansville, 1854 
J. B. Russell, Cane Hill, 1843-1854 
Stirman & Dickson, Fayetteville, 1846 
Stone & Holcomb, Fayetteville, 1854 
Stephen K, Stone, Fayetteville, 1850 
W. B. Sutton, B oonsboro, 1849 
Martin W. Thornsberry, Sylvia, 1851 
T. C, Wilson, Vineyard, 1842 

_M. Wright, Boonsboro, 1848 
A, Yell, Fayetteville, 1845 


In other collections of correspondence in the Eno Papers are letters 
from the following: 
Dick Bean, Boonsboro, 1861 
Mark Bean, Cane Hill, 1861 
John Buchanan, Cane Hild, 1861 and 1864 — 
T. M. Gunter, Fayetteville, 1861 
Wm.:-Quesenbury, Fayetteville, 1861 
J. M. Tebbetts, Fayetteville, 1861 
David Walker, Fayetteville, 1861-62 
Col. M. LaRue Harrison, Fayetteville, 1864 
T. R. Carl, Boonsboro, 18'70 
Wm. McK, Ball, Fayetteville, 1838 
W. S. Oldham, Fayetteville, 1844 


Civil War items in the Eno collection that are of interest to Wash- 
ington County readers include: 
Roster of Co.K, 34th Confederate Infantry, lit.Comfort, September 1862 
Muster roll of A.V.Rieff's Company, Arkansas Mounted Volunteers CSA 
List of Arkansas Confederate Prisoners on Johnson's Island 
Broadside, "To the People of Washington County!" Feb.5, 1861. Signed 
by J. H. Stirman, Fayetteville 
Broadside. "Now or Never!" Fayetteville, Feb.18, 1862. Signed by 
Ben McCulloch, Brig.Gen. 


Add 1857: 


Washington County Marriages of 1858 


Mar. 14 - John R. Thomas & Elizabeth Barnes, by R.S eee ae ae 


Dec. 31 = 


1858 © 


R. S. Barron & Nancy J. Hanna, by L. G. Basore, ‘J.P. 


A tr triple wedding ceremony performed by John Nicholson, Uielreis 


Jan, 10 — 
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William A. Harston and Martha L. Fine 

Manson Stroud and Malvina Fine 

dames Phillips and Caldona B. Fine 
Robert L. Cox & Elizabeth Coulter, by Rev. Guildord Pylant’ 
William D. Laird & Melissa C. Woodruff, by A.W.Wasson J.P. 
James Harvy Lawson & Elizabeth Jeams, by Rev. Benj. SESE. 
John Garner & Mary Watkins, by R. S. Ryan, J.P. 

Burrell Blevins (Mo.) & Nancy Fannin, by R.P.Willett, J:P. 
Gilbert Luper & Rebecca Taylor, by Rev. Jesse Keller ; 
John Baxter & Mary J. Destings, by L. Tankersly, J.P. 
Stephen Boman & Mirah Barnes, by John L. Matthews, J.P.° 
John H. Smith & Mrs. Elizabeth B otton, by Rev.B.H.Pierson 
H,. Edminston & Elizabeth. A. Godard, by Rev. Young Ewing: 
Columbus Seay & Sarah White Edmiston, by Rev.John Buchanan 
David Kelly & M. J. Howe, by L. Tankersly, J.P. ~ 

James Odle & Rachel Thurman, by John L. Matthews, J.P. 


‘Hiram R. Miller & Mary Elizabeth Cox, by Jones Pierson, JP 


Wm. J. Wisnor & Celia J. Fnyart (15), by Rev.Redmun Boyd 
Anthony Cullender & Lavina Williams, by Rev, Redmun’ Boyd 
James C. Johnson & Melvina E. West, by Rev.W.L.Thornsberry 
A. T. Nailor & Eliza J. Bates, by L. G. Bassore, J.P. . 
George W. Hughs & Hannah Hunton, by Rev. Martin Thornsberry 
Harvey B. Howe (?) & Mary Shannon, by Rev. W. A. Hulse 


‘John T. Rose & Sidney S. West, by Rev. Jesse Elder 


James L. Sherrod & Nancy A. Johnson; by Rev. J. Banks 
John Jones & Nancy Jane Gibson, by Rev. S.W.Blackburn 
Chatman Johnson & Eliz@ McCall, by G. W. Hughes, J.P. 


‘Warren White & Barbara Vance, by R. R. Williams, J.P. 


James Son & Eliza Jane Harmon, by A. W. Wasson, J.P. 

Wm. Jackson Cooper & Syntha Mariah Hampton, by J.G.Craig JP 
R. R. Gnith & Mary Harris, by Rev. Hammond Marshall 

J. F. Marrs & Martha Hogg, by J. W. Greer, J.P. 

Thomas Asher & Sarah J. Rose, by Rev. Jesse Keller 

Elijah Harmon & Mary McCoy, by Tilmon D. Wisenor, J.P. 
Samuel P. Marrs & Luizy Carline Goodard, by J.G.Craig, J.P. 
James Neal & Josephine Smith, by Rev. Moses Dutton 


‘Nathan Green & Amanda E. Lewis, by Rev. James'G,. Walker 


Robert L. Walker & Phebe Stell, by R. S. Ryan, J.P. 
J. D. Bell & Mary Harvill, by John L. Matthews, J.P. . 
Samuel J. Pittman & Sarah. D. Boone, by Rev,.Thos.B.VanHorne 


- Ferdinand G. Tollett & Susan Carter, by Rev, Wm, Reed 


John W. Perkins & Mary J. Leach, by Rev. Samuel. Cox 

Elisha Henry Wisich (7?) % Nancy R.Loyd, by W.H.Holcomb, J.P. 
Will Beach & Mary Lean, by Rev. Luther M. Bell 

Edon T. Preastley & Mary Son, by Rev. W. L, Corleton 


‘John S. Clary & Christy Jane Hampton, by James G, Craig, JP 


Owen W. Todd & Catharine Wilkerson, by James R. Oxford, se 
James Moore & Altazara Elms, by Rev. Thomas Leach 

L. A. Sharp & Martha E. Wilhite, by L. Tankersly, Tie 

James Cate & Jane Bell, by John L. Matthews, J.P. : 
James Wooden Phipps & Lucy Ann Luper, by James G. Craig, JP 
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Wesley Slater & Susan Boyd, by M. D. Frazor, J.P. 

John Loyd & Rebecca Combs, by W. H. Holcomb, J.P. . : 
Wn. D. Howard & Mary Lawrence (15), by Willis P, London J,P,. 
Jacob Gardiner & Fanny Dodd, by R. R. Williams, J.P. 

James Wesley Reed & Caroline Hutchins, by Jones Peerson, IP 
Franklin Curtis & Narcissa J. Karnes, by Rev. Cortes Jackson 
Paschal Howell & Mary Ann Malear, by. Wn. G. Shults, J.P. - 
Lewis Mills & Sarah Edmusson, by. Rev. Riley Jones 

Wm, F. Fletcher & Mary A, Harris, by Rev,. E. M. Northum 

John Wells & Nancy Cole (14), by A. W. Wasson, J.P. 

Wm, J. Young & Nancy E. Shields, by S. H. Carlile 

Harrison Neel & Marthy S. Waiker, by Rev. W. A. Hulse 

James H. Privet & Rachel Webb, by Jones Peerson, J.P. 

Thomas M. Kennan & Sarah Brooks, by Rev, Robert Graham 

John Ferrete (50) & Eliza Looper (16), by Martin D. Frazor, JP 
Thomas J. Moore & Nancy J. Davis, by Rev, Thomas Stanford 
Henry F. Huffman & Mary Freshour, by Rev, Pleasant Basham 
John Paul Reed & Nancy Ann Bloyed, by Thos. McKnight, J.P. 

- John Huckaby & Mahala Taylor, by Stephen B. Enyart, J.P. 
John Burgit & Mary Ann Lewis, by Kev. W. A. Hulse 

jlexander Foster & Sarah Gage, by Rev. Moses Dutton 

Jacob Colclazure & Lucinda Williams, by R.R.Williams, J.P. 
John Neal & Martha Ann Langley, by L. Tankersly, J.P. 

A. J. Anderson & Leah Smith, by Rev. Young Ewing 

C. M. Grayham & S. M. Billingsly (14), by L. Tankersly, U.P. 
Henry D. Ford & Miss E.J.Walther, by Rev, Robert Graham 

Wm, Blankenship & Frances Rains, by L. G. cage at J okt. 


Andrew Holland & Dlementine E. Hanks, by Rev. B. H. Pierson 


John W. Garretson (Santa Fe) (46) and 


Miss A. W. Wilson of Fayetteville (25), by Rev. Robt.G raham 


Simon C. Culver & Mrs.Dicey Van Wright, by P. H. Trout, J.P. 
John Meggs & Mary Freeman, by J. W. Greer, J.P. 

James D. West & Tragetor Billings, by Rev. W. A. Hulse 

W. H. Brook & Mary A. Burcat, by L. Tankersly, J.P. 

Sewel P, Rucker & Martha Brown, by M. D. Frazor, J.P. 
Daniel B. Job & Miss.L. HE. Rieff, by Rev. Robert Graham 
Jeremiah Rene & Elender Luttrell, by James G. Craig, J.P. 
William G.W.Downum & Amanda M. Norman, by Rev. John Holcombe 
Wm, Phillips & Martha Ann Denton, by Rev. Moses Dutton 
Jacob Bradshaw & Mary Ann Kelly, by Brackin Lewis, J.P. 
Francis M. Fellows & Elendar Williams, by Wm,A.Lamkin, J.P, 
Thomas Maloy & Rebecca Nolen, by S. H. Carlile 

Thos. J. Meek & Elizabeth Meek, by Wn. H. Holcomb, J.P, 
Stephen Fields & Eliza Jane Barron, by Nathan Combs, J.P, 


; James Chandler & Margaret Morrow, by Rev. John Buchanan 


John P. Harris & Sarah Herrald, by Rev, Luther M. Bell 


Whi, Lively & Penelope Hinson, by Rev; A. M, Vaughan 


William Mitchell & Josephine Lewis, by Rev. Thos, Stanford 
John Kellum & Cina Hunton, by Rev. Wa. !ter Thornsberry 

Jacob P, Carnahan & Sue A. Crawford, by Rev. John Buchanan 
James M, Skinner & Elizabeth Johnson, by C.G.Gilbreath, J.P, 
Alvin C, Hart & Susan E. Denton, by Rev. Moses Dutton 
William George & Delila Sinclair, by Geo. W. Hughes, J.P, 
John McCoy & Margaret Goad (14). by Rev, Wesley W. Lucas 
James Cosby & Nancy Jane Mankins, by Wm. A. Lamkin, J.P, 
Richmond James & Elizabeth Walker, by Rev.Walter Thornsberry 


Dec, 20 — Jacob Yoes & Mary Reed, by Thos, McKnight, J.P. 

Dec, 24 - Wm. H. Conner & Nancy Williams, by Rev. Cortes Jackson 

Dec, 28 — Wm. D. Jakaway (Yell Co.) & Lizzie D. Parks, by Rev.J.Buchanan 
Dec. 30 - John W. Phelan & Prudy Skelton, by Rev, Wm. Hendrix 

Dec. 30 — Reuben B. Armstrong & Mary Ann Cott, by Rev, W. A, Hulse 

Dec. 30 — Daniel Maguire & Mary Warnack, by Rev. Luther M,. Bell 
(Mar.31)- James B. Moore & Julia A, eae eek by Thos. D. Wisenor, J.P. 


WCHS Publishes Alexander and Greer Records 


The WCHS has published two new booklets during the past month. They 
are "The Alexander Family Records" by Mrs. Gladys Alexander and "Greer 
Family Reminiscences" by the late Ben F. Greer. 

Both the Alexanders and the Greers are descended from two of our 
county's earliest settlers -- the Alexanders from John Alexander and 
the Greers from Hugh Shannon, Both the Alexanders and the Shannons ° 
came in 1826 -- before there was a Washington County. ord 


Here is a typical paragraph from Ben Greer's "Reminiscences": 

"All my clothes were home-spun, home-wove, and home=smade, They were 
not as pretty to look at but warm and comfortable and you couldn't 
wear them out. The first woolen pants I ever had were made from wool 
sheared off of our sheep. We picked the burrs and trash out of wool by 
hand, washed the wool and took it to a carding machine which made it 
into rolls. ~My mother spun the rolls into yarn which she wove into 
jeans which was colored a rich brown color with walnut hulls. They 
were sure warm and nice, but my, how scratchy they were! Mother made 
me a suit I wore till I outgrowed it. Then my brother fell heir to the 
suit and finally one of.my cousins wore it out. I was well into ny 
teens when I got my first store suit." | 


From the "Alexander Family Records", here are two early real-estate 
transfers in Fayetteville: 

Washington County, July 6, 1836. The Commissioners have bargained 
and sold.....to Samuel” Alexander, his heirs and assigns forever, block 
numbers 33 and 37 as laid down in the plan of Fayetteville, they being 
a part of the quarter section for use of said County, for $29. Signed 
by Commissioners: Lewis Evans, Larkin Newton, John Wooddy, Samuel 
Vaughan, L. Brodie, John West, 


This deed of bargain and sale and entered into this 7th day of July, 
1837, between Samuel Alexander and David Walker. Witnesseth that the 
said Alexander for and in consideration of the sum of 25 d. good and 
lawful money in hand paid by the said Walker, do by these presents 
grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the said Walker Block 33 in the 
Town of Fayetteville. Etc. (Witnessed: W.L.Oldham and Sebourn G.Sneed) 


Only 100 copies of each of our booklets are printed, We.have blanket 
orders for all our publications from 20 universities, libraries and 
individuals. Five copies of each go in the Society's files, This means 
that only 75 copies are for sale to members of the Society and others. 
"The Walker Family Letters" ($2.50) was sold out in three weeks. So we 
once again remind you to call the Secretary, Tom Feathers, and ask him 
to put aside a copy of the Greer booklet (#1) and the Alexander book- 
let ($1.50) for you. The price of the book depends on the number of 


pages. 


. Winslow's First Newspaper 
“by Elsa Vaught 


Mrs, Naomi Clerke of Winslow and Highway 71 has saved what is said 
to be the first newspaper every published in Winslow. . It is eae 6 x 10 
inch, 12-page issue, called the Winslow Mirror. The editor and pub-— 
lisher, L. B. Fitzgerald, offers to publish it "each month for Wins- 
low and vicinity.'' The date is June 1908. There are eleven cuts in the 
paper and they show up nicely. 


One of these cuts is of the newly opened "Bank of Winslow". It lists 
as officers: J. R. Stockburger, president; A.N.Cole, vice-president; 
G. A. Winn, cashier; and L.B.Fitzgerald, assistant cashier. 


Quoting directly -- "The Bank of Winslow opened for business Septem— 
ber 25, 1907. The stockholders, besides the officers, are J.C.ihite, 
T.J.Cannon, C.H.Terry, E.E.Miller, W.'/.Mahan, H.E.Burgess, W.H.Taylor, 
G.W.Tweedy, iirs. Annie Bishop, J.J.Baggett and J.M.Langston. The Bank 
of.Winslow hes built a splendid two-story structure in which to do 
business, all of brick and stone with fire-proof safety vault. 


"Your attention is invited to the fact that the above bank is pre- 
pared to do the banking business of Winslow and surrounding country. 
We are capitalized at $20,000 and are organized and incorporated under 
the state laws, Out stockholders represent capital to the amount of 
$150,000, all of which is liable for the bank's deposits, making it 
one of the strongest and safest banks in North Arkansas." 


Other pictures in the old’Mirror show Winn Bros. Goat Ranch, The 
Mountain Hotel, A.J.Winn's Orchard, photograph of W.A.Fulton, the home 
of Mayor L.B.Fitzgerald, Picking Apples at Winslow, the Frisco Station 
and a photograph of A. N. Cole with two of his business houses. There 
are interesting editorials and items of news in that issue of June 
1908. In September of 1908 the paper came into the possession of the 
Duncans and the ifinslow American, a wekly, began publication. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Mrs. George T. Parks of Lewiston, Idaho, whose husband is a descend- 
ant of the pioneer Parks family of Washington County, writes: 
+’ "We found the Crime and Punishment issue of FLASHBACK very interest-— 
ing. It has meade the rounds of our relatives here, as have the other 
issues. We know definitely now that my husband's great-grandfather was 
living in Searcy County inl1840 but have not found out where they moved 
when the 1860 census was taken. I get so interested in this work that 
‘I dislike putting it aside to do my housework. After one gets a bit of 
information it is a challenge, so the work continues." , 


~ Mrs, Margaret Troutman of Hazleton, Indiana, writes: "I have been 

working onthe history of my families for one year now and have learned 
‘much about them, Only last week I received a letter from my father's 
-, cousin, Miss Bettie Weldon, age 70, of Chickasha, Okla., giving me in- 
* formation on the Smith family. She told me that my great-—grandmother 
' Louisa (Kates) Smith was born in Louisiana and that the Smiths were 
part Cherokee. I have proven my line back to the Revolutionary War and 
now belong to the D.A.R., thanks to you and the Washington County His-— 
torical Society." eet 


Dora Greathouse Reed Remembers 
by Thomas Hothrock 


"I've been here a long time," says Dora Greathouse Reed. Being in 
her 97th year her statement is undoubtedly correct. And since she has 
lived practically all of those years in Washington County she knows 
something of earlier times here, Her longevity is characteristic of 
the Greathouse family. 


She was born November 28, 1859, one-half mile west of the home that 
was leter built at Greathouse Springs. She and her mother's mother 
were quite close and she lived inthe same room with grandmother Sallie 
Murray until the latter passed away on Dora's 18th birthday, 


The first school she attended was a log hut’ near where Grandview 
Methodist Church was later built at a now forgotten spot called Powell 
spring. Seats were constructed of split logs.* Later on she and her 
brother Billy and sister Sallie went to school'in Springdale one year, 
where they kept house for that time, The school was located near the 
Primitive Baptist Church and the principal was a Professor Vaughn and 
his assistant, Professor Droke who later taught at the University of 
Arkansas, " | 


There was no attending of dances for the young folks of the Great- 
house family but there were plenty of candy—breaks and parties, Often 
they walked to social affairs and at other times rode horseback. 
Racing their horses wes 2 commong thing. 

When on June 8, 1879, Dora was married to Alfred ‘Jasson, three young 
couples drove to Elm Springs with Alfred's new wagon and pretty team, 
where the Rev, James A, Walden officiated at the ceremony. Besides the 
bride and groom there were Dora's brother Alex and imma McCoy, Tip 
Deaver end Dora's sister Sallie. Alfred and Dora lived near where May 
Meestri is now located, . just east of present Tontitow, but Alfred 
died of pneumonia the following February. To the marriage was born a 
son, Alfred, for many years missionary in Korea and then a teacher at 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. With her husband's 
death Dora moved back to the Greathouse home at the Springs. 


On November 1, 1885, Dora married Penn Reed. To this marriage were 
born seven children: Margaret, Lewis, Alex, Kate, Fred, Joe and Lelia. 
Penn and Dora lived in Benton County just north of Elm Springs .. ‘five 
years, then bought the old home place at PASEO Springs, Penn Reed 
died May 20, 1906. 


When her children were small, Dora supplemented her income by weav- 
ing rugs on a home-made loom, for which she received »1 for 12 yards, 
The longest carpet she ever wove was 60 yards for a iirs,Freyschlag. 


Dora Greathouse Reed remembers when Clear Creek Valley was mostly in 
timber with a few scattered fields. There was an abundence of wild 
plums, haws, grapes, hazel nuts and bushels of papaws. Once she saw 
eleven deer while riding from Greathouse Springs to Him Springs. Wild 
turkeys were plentiful, A neighbor boy of 14 was shot and killed be- 
ceuse he could imitate the call of a turkey too well. 
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Although only e small child, Dora remembers the Civil ‘Jar. Once when 
the Federals were camped at the old Hewitt Mill on Clear Creek just 
south of present Johnson there was in the camp a Greathouse reletive 
who was serving with the North. This relative informed the Greathouse | 
women that he would slip some coffee out of camp for them and that 
Dora's brother Alex would find it under a certain bridge. Alex found 
the coffee tied up in the lining of a coat sleeve, and a welcome gift 
it was, for coffee there was scarce at the time. 


Dora's brother Ben, Jack Mount, and //ill Murray, Southern soldiers 
all, were riding to the Greathouse home in an attempt to find some- 
thing to-eat, They were approaching from the west and the women ob- 
served them with joy. Seconds later, joy was turned to fear when they 
detected a column of Federals riding toward them from the east. 


"They'11 be killed!" was the cry. 


Grandmother Sallie snatched off her red petticoat and waved it as a 
warning to Ben Greathouse and his comrades. The warning was heeded and 
the Southerners vanished. 


"Thank the Lord", breathed the women, turning to face the oncoming 
Federals, who soon entered the house and took everything they could 
find to eat, 


"Grandma", inquired little Dora, "Why did you wave your petticoat 
like that?" The fearful grandmother relieved her feelings by snatching 
up little Dora and spanking her, 


The Federals shot the cattle and Dora's mothercried over a favorite 
milch GoW. e house had an open hallway common to dwellings of that 

ay and a drunken sojdier attempted to ride his horse into it. He hit 
pis head on a beam and was knocked from his horse. Stunned by both the 

See liguor he lay as one dead, Im fact, the women thought him 
dead. "Goody, goody!" cried grandmother Sallie. "He got what he de- 
served." Dora's mother shamed the grandmother for feeling thus.’ 


A bushwhacker came to the house at one time and got into a cedar 
chest where Grandmother Sallie kept her quilts and clothes. Spying a 
cloth bag and thinking it contained money he made a grab for it, 
Grandmother Sallie was quicker and seized the bag first. 


"Spice", she cried, "Smell it!" 


Swinging the bag hard she struck the bushwhacker a blow on the nose 
that brought blood, In revenge the man took with him the clothes of a 
little girl that grandmother Sallie had lost. Her pleas did no good 
but the clothes were later found scattered along the road: some dis— 
tance from the house, 


Dora's mother and a woman named Mandy Hewitt walked to Fayetteville 
in search of food, During their absence Clear Creek rose and they 
waded back while those left at home watched, fearful that they would 
be drowned, © 
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With the close of the War, the Greathouse home at Greathouse Springs 
proper was built. Lumber was hauled from the Van ‘Jinkle Mi11 on War 
eagle River and was planed at the site. Shavings were well nigh feet- 
deep on the ground. Boards that covered the roof were made on the 
place. Locust trees set almost 90 years ago inthe yard were just 
recently cut down by Dora's son, Joe S. Reed, because of the trees! 
bad condition. In 1936 Joe Built a modern, attractive dwelling of 
native stone on the site and tore down the old home. 


Grandview Methodist Church was built on the hill above Clear Creek 
Valley just northwest of Greathouse Springs in 1879-1850, Dora's fath- 
er, Bob, gave the land and raised the money for the building. Much of 
the labor was volunteered but there was 2 head carpenter, Hute White. 
who was the father of Mrs. B.B.Brogdon of Springdale, George Taylor 
also helped as a carpenter and he was a steward in the church for many 
years, as was Dora's husband, Penn Reed. The two of them would dress 
up in. their best clothes and "pide horseback to collect money for the 
preacher. Services were at first. held on Friday mornings but later 
were held on Sundays. It was at Grandview that Will Sherman preached 
his first sermon in July 1886. Dora's mother, "Aunt Peggy" Greathouse, 
wes Bunday School superintendent for years. In the 1920's the old 
Grandview Church building was born down and a modern home now occupies 
the site. 


After the Civil War, Dora's father, Bob, rode horseback to Conway, 
Arkansas, being gone three weeks. During his absence Dora's brother 
Dan took sick, died, and was buried --— and the father knew nothing 
about it until his return. There was no way of meaesie him know. Dr. 
Deane attended the boy in his last illness. 


After the War the Greathouse family bought their first lamp, a small 
one made of brass. Dora's father was at first afraid of it. Prior to 
this they had moulded their own candles from tallow made largely of 
animal fat. When the candles gave out, light was furnished by grease 
and wick, put in a pan. 


Cooking was done for long over the fireplace and then the family was 
made happy by 2a wood stove. Of course the family made their own soap. 
Candy there was none but sugar cookies of which the children were fond 
end when away from home the father would return with a bag of them. 


Dora Greathouse Reed ‘can remember when Elm Springs was larger than 
Springdale; when a Methodist Church in Springdale had to be helped 
financially by the Elm Springs Methodist Church; when the trail that 
led through the timber from Greathouse Springs to Springdale disclosed 
only two houses on the way. 


She was at Fayetteville when the first train pulled into that place 
some 75 years ago. There was a turntable in the north end of town and 
that was as far as the tracks then went. A locomotive and one coach 
was the train. People came from everywhere to see the train. Food was 
brought along and aday was made of it. "Look out, boys, she's gonna 
turn!" yelled an old man as the train puffed near, Some people ran. 
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Elm Springs was the first postoffice for the Greathouse family. A 
stage from Neosho, Missouri, to Fayetteville drove through Elm Springs 
and brought mail to that place. One day when Dora and a girl named 
Sally Webster had started for the mail on horseback, they saw the 
coach coming and determined to beat it to the postoffice, so brought 
their horses to a gallop. Dora was thrown from her horse. She landed 
flat on her back in some bushes, - Unhurt except for scratches she 
scrambled to her feet, caught her horse and with her friend Sally 
galloped on ahead of the coach. | 


A telephone line was built from Elm Springs to Fayetteville, with 
John Wasson as construction contractor. Dora's husband, Penn Reed, 
sold poles for 25 cents each. But then, a fellow planted corn all day 
for 25 cents! 


Decoration Day was the year's biggest day. Foot-washing by the Prin- 
itive Baptists or "Hardshells" on the second Sunday in May was also 
an occasion watched by large crowds. Preachers washed the feet of mem- 
bers, one foot to a member. Camp meetings were held at Thornsberry. 
Later on, camp meetings were held across Clear Creek from Greathouse 
Springs, | 


Dora took her first automobile ride, Model T style, in 1915 with 
Mrs, Reyburn Peay,a fellow member of the Grandview Union Sunday School 
then meeting in the old church building. 


"When my children were growing up," says Dora Greathouse Reed, "I 
had to work hard, But I was happy, happier than many women now who 
have much less to do," 


She could be right, at that. 


Crime and Punishment 


G.R.Turrentine of Russellville writes:"The Crime and Punishment! edi- 
tion of FLASHBACK is still raising questions. I have known in a gener-— 
al way about the Arthur Tillman case,-. I recall that early in my resi- 
dence at Russellville I was told that the last man legally hanged in 
Arkansas was buried at Delaware. As I recall, we were in a car going 
to Paris: and as we passed the Graves Cemetery at Delaware someone in 
the car made mention of this fact. | 

"Since your publication. I have talked with aman who was at the 
trial and-funeral, The trial was at Booneville on a change of venue. 
This man was just a boy but he recalls that the case was prolonged, 
appealed and long drawn out. This man seems to remember that Tillman 
was convicted and sentenced to be hanged before there was an electric 
chair; but that appeals and delays resulted in the hanging after hang- 
ing was legally abolished, Another thing, at the funeral a group of 
'city women! sang a song. The man remembers that they were strangers 
to the community. This man is firm in his conviction that: Tillman was 
the last’ man legally hanged in Arkansas and Hodges was the first elec- 
trocuted, Now who was Hodges?" eae: 
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W. H. Rhea, Rhea's Mill merchant, totals his losses 
before and after the Battle of Prairie Grove 


One of the old accounts books kept by W.H.Rhea, pioneer merchant of 
Rhea's Mills and Cincinnati, Ark., contains an itemized list of the 
losses he suffered during the occupation of Khea's -ills before, dur- 
ing and after the battle of Prairie Grove on December 7, 1862, "It is 
not definitely known that Rhea billed the Federal government after the 
war but it is probable that he did, since the account is one of many 
in the old ledger. The books are now in the possession of-iirs, Mertye 
ticklroy Bagby; granddaughter of \/.H.Rhea. She is a member of the board 
of directors of the Washington County Historical Society, . FLASHBACK 
will publish other articles based on the Rhea account books. Below we 
are publishing the account against the Federal government. 


November 1862 - Rhea's Mills 


Detachment lst and 2d Indian Regiment -- 200 men -- under command of 


Lieut. Robb -—— camped on ny premises, used the following: 
5000 "Tbs Fildur™ Ghai las ae Sie emcee. » 250.00 
Corri*meal., 2000MIbN@s2 fe. ek Se. J arviretide sen 40500 
Pork killed, ZOOO! TD, @: 5 recites re erete « 100,00 
Rails for fuel, 2 COPAS 2:16. ee ewes Taare 7.00 
2 TUL SY. Sion etare: urn 5 ahs onaraba Siavever irene vee ee bmi tere UO) 
a "Maris! Saddlery cz 2... siercv-cterd oisareteie eck crene aaueke 25.00 
Burning Nouse sess. oc <tc cic ae oe oer ere -250.00 674.00 
Team to haul to Cincinnati and driver... 7.90 


Returned next day under command of Col. W.A. Phillips detachment of 
Indians and Howitzers. Run the mill day and half night. Took away 


8000 lbs Flour © 5......... i heseaGeat . + 400,00 
Killed 30 head Hogs, 4000 lbs @ 5.......200.00 600.00 


1281.50 


On the morning of the 28 November the Army of the Frontier under 
Gen. J. G. Blunt come by my place, killed 7 
40. Head: nogs),, 2000 libs) @ bis sac cues « » «100.00 


They returned the next day, one Brigade under Gen, Salomon, . took up. 
quarters on my premises, killed Hogs and Chickens, used Forage. 


100. Head vhogs, 5000 Ibs @ "5.2... . eo 020,00 
200° BOCCOrnU Ge once La came ai ee re ae 200.00 
LOGO Buy Bran’ O20. vans o citar snide eae 200.00 
10) Conds Rails: Gah otis sunrncuteisce sateteisrere a) 30.00 680.00 


1961.50 


After December 7, 1862, Genl. James G, Blunt with his whole Division 
fell back to my (premises and used): 


LOO0.-Bu.sWheat..@ TS5Or 2% in sisin aiaiaiwlese asia DO ROO 
25" Bui she del ed. Corn tn sis siete sieta vie F cis c 25 .00 
Usediu Ms 1iiv3 OL davis gic etrcie citterats <iektin lavas, aus ate 600,00 
Occupied store house as Commissary 
i t 30. CSV Si weave aies Be i a OR PRC siseise DO en? 805 .00 


(continued on next page) 
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Exposed stock of goods and caused to 


be stolen and damaged to amt of.........+eeeeeee0+ea400.00 
Killed 50 head Hogs, 2500 lbs....... ralereuciavace svctaierctare ir e008, 
Used for the Battery horse trough 
3000 ft of Lumber @ 2........ arog ie aWOleiovactachya bts ae se 1 200300 
Burned Lumber, 2000 © 2.......ccceces Lie ss wate GAOSOO 
Burned 200 scordenadls: and Woody. ssf Sil. S8 Silieie sierecel ete -- 600,00 
Oriel WODK Cixs Halle eciorte s cle v siatetere wie oletete S erathtss Hewat tte etoile s) .BOVOO 
Turned Orchards and destroyed Trees.........cceesceees 200,00 
6221.50 
Left on premises dead Horses, some 100 
which stagnated the air and caused 
or exposed my family to an epidemic......... ieveee 200.00 
USER WADORBD Le CORI en atasrs » SEs eb lerelalevalste tees die dhade oN eiwinl SOOO 
USsdeLOOOMBue Bran @ 200 i. vis ces ose ue SreNe chalaieletaterm terete « 200.00 
Tookee Wore Ghats. «<ie4 ss Be etc avateter «. CLATHRIN cleto ww eiernieiw.e7e ia elo OO 
Took 2 pr. G--ans...... BEaherorer es arcete ta at crave total anni she erereevainie sare | LOZOO 
Walnut iim bar wcOOURD ts sete ene om Gregiglaie Sune ainiete > Ae « wayetetag'sO0"* 931.00 
In the fall of '63 detachment of 3rd Wisconsin Cavalry took 
3 head Horses worth 150 each........cseeee ae er eee 450,00 
BOPBUS GOrtisne a cow dW Rn ieee Mickewinc pl elvin toes wit Scene _20.00 _470.00 
$7622.50 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Wythe F. Walker of Long Beach, Calif., writes: "We have received a 
copy of 'The Walker Family Letters' sent to us by Wythe Walker of New 
York, After reading the volume, it seems very much in order to express 
our appreciation of the effort you have made to assemble and edit 
these letters, Until I read the 'Letters!, ancestors were a meaning-— 
less list of names of people who lived in places unfamiliar to me, 
Thanks to you, these names have assumed personalities and I can now 
take amore active interest in whether or not I am related to them, 
Even though I may not be related, I will always be glad of having had 
the opportunity of becoming acquainted with this group of people." 


Miss Rowena Gallaway, in connection with her research for the next 
WCHS booklet, "History of the Southern Memorial Association", received 
an interesting letter from Mrs. T. B. Latham of McAlester, Okla. irs, 
Latham is the daughter of Mrs, Lizzie Pollard who was a leader in SMA 
activities in Fayetteville for many years. Mrs.Latham writes: 


"JT am always pleased to in any wey be in touch with Fayetteville or. 
have a word from there, My family, the Pollards and Stirmans, were so 
closely connected and interwoven with the early history of Fayette- 
ville. And with the happy memories of school days and early girlhood 
friends, I will always be interested in Fayetteville. For I still love 
it. Hven its trees and rocks are dear to me, I would certainly enjoy 
being with you in some of your historical meetings. MI have heard my 
mother talk so much of the early days -- the people and the happenings 
of Fayetteville, especially before and during the Civil War. I am glad 
I have a picture of Grandmother (Mary Stirman Pollard) to send you." 
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~ Add: Bates Family History 


(The Bates genealogy, published in the lest issue of FLASHBACK, was 
not complete -- because the |'CHS was interested chiefly in the members 
of the family who remained in Washington County and whose descendants 
live here. However, we have received an authoritative account of the 
Joseph Y. Bates family of Texas and take pleasure in adding thes? mem 
bers to the Bates family history previously published, -- "JL) 


(6) JOSEPH YOUNG? BATES, (HendersoA Andrew®, etc.), b. 9 Oct. 1839, 

in Washington County, Ark.; m. 17 Aug. 1864 to Clara ‘nn Molloy, 
b, 8 Dec, 1839, They made their home in Corsicana, Tex, He was a mer- 
chant and farmer; also district clerk of Navarro County four years, 
also deputy county treasurer, also deputy sheriff. He became a Mason 
in Camden, Ark., in the 1860's, and was a member of the Commandery and 
clerk of three Masonic bodies in Corsicana for many years. 


Children of Joseph and Clara, surname BATES: 
i, Bernard (nickname Barney) Burton; b. 20 August ara : 

1948; m. Daisy Anthony of Terrell, Tex. 

Children of Bernard and Daisy, surname BTiS: 

a, Joseph 

b. Burton 

c. Graham 

d. Virginia 

ii. William Devid, b. 16 July, 1869; d. June 17, 1932; m. Kate 
Broocks of tarble Falls, Tex., living in Houston, Tex., 
March 1956. 

Children of William and Kate, surname BiTuS: 

a. Kate Harding; she has an LL.B. degree from the South 
Texas College of Law; was for years a legal secretary 
in the Law Dept. of Gulf Oil Corporation, Houston; 

m. 24 Nov. 1943 to Frank Knight Parker of san Augus— 
tine, Tex. 

b. William Ernst, b. Feb. 8, 1899; he is crude oil buyer 
for The Texas Company at Midland; m. Turla Miller 
20 Oct. 1929. 

Children of William and Turla, surname BATIS: 

(a) Patsy Lou, b. Nov. 3, 1931; she has a B.S. in 
Geology from Texas Technological College at 
Lubbock, Tex.; is at present with the 8tandard 

‘Oil Company in Lubbock; m, Charles Edward 
Clarke Jume 7, 1952; he has B.S. degree in 
Geology from Texas Technologicel College and 
is doing work on his Master's degree in Geol- 
ogy and also teaching classes in anthropology 
. there, 

(b). ‘Turla Ann, b. May 19, 1933; she has a B.S. in 
Geology from Texas Technological College at 
Lubbock, Tex; m,. Jimmie Erskine Leath July 4, 
1952; he is a graduate in architecture from 
Texas Technological College. 

Children of Turla and Jimmie, surname LEATH: 
1. Turla Sue, b. Aug. 8, 1954 
a, Tracy: Ann 0. sOCts 55-1950 
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ce. Clara Elisabeth, m. Luther Melvin Nisbet, 20 June, 1929. 
She holds B .A. degree from the University of Texas, an 
M.A. degree from the University of Houston, and LL.B. 
degree from The South Texas College of Law. She has been 
in the Houston Public School System since 1923, and at 
present is principal of Mamie Sue Bastian School. 


iii. Lillian May b,. 23 June 1871; unn, 

iv. Joe Ann b. 15 June 1873; d. 31 July 1874 
v. John Russell b. 23 July 1874 

vi. Pearle b. 19 Jan, 1878; d. 19 March 1925; 


m. Charles Francis Radaz, now dead, 
Children of Pearle and Charles: 
a. Francis Charles b,. 1914; now dead 
b. William Molloy; b. 1918; now dead 
. vii. Joseph Young, Jr. b. 6 April 1880; d. 16 July 1880 
viii. Marshall Molloy b. 4 July 1883; d.3; m. Lena 
ix. Charles Francis, .. b. 7 Feb. 1885; living at 714 eater St., 
Corpus Christi, Texas, March 1956; m, Julia Terrell in 1909, 
No children. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


The Benton County Pioneer for February was a 20-page issue, Out- 
standing along its articles was "The Thomas Nichols Family --— by Wagon 
Train to Arkansas", 


The April 1956 issue of the Arkansas Valley Historical Papers, pub- 
lished at Russellville and edited by @.R.Turrentine, contains a com- 
prehensive history of the Lewis family of Arkansas Valley fame, The 
1l2-page article is by Mary Lewis Lueker, 


The March number of the Pulaski County Historical Review (Margaret 
Smith Ross, editor) carried two articles of more than ordinary inter- 
est’=--— a history of Congregation B'Nai Israel in Little Rock and an 
article entitled "Have we neglected Negro history?" 


Mrs. T.D. Hare of Vanndale, Ark., well-known Cross County historian, 
had her "Memories of Cross County" published in booklet form while 
spending the winter in Fayetteville. The booklet contains much inter- 
esting information about old Wittsburg, the Poinsett Female Academy 
(Cobb's School) near Vanndale, and other Cross County communities. 


Mrs, F, L. Proctor, librarian of the Public Library at Forrest City, 
Ark,, writes: '"The latest FLASHBACK has just come, When I came to the 
News Briefs I find a note that interests.me -—- I find that Carroll 
County has a recently organized historical society. Now why on earth 
doesn't somebody tell me these things?" 


Matt Ellis of Hendrix College, Conway, writes: "We are grateful to 
you for sending us a copy of 'The Life of William Sherman'. Mr.Sherman 
has many friends at Hendrix and among Hendrix people scattered abroad, 
We greatly appreciate his life and work, Your Society has done a last-— 
ing service in publishing this significant story." 


Po Hash) Clark 
by Nina Ferguson 


I have been interested, since I was a small child,in the things 
my mother (Pearl Trammel Ferguson) told me about seis ‘grandmother, 
Mery Hash Clark. No one ever called her Mary. Everyone knew her 
as Aunt Polly Clark. So I will call her Polly. She was born Janu- 
ary 13, 1827. 


About the year 1835 Alvin Hash and Esther (Drake) Hash came to 
Arkansas with their children, Salina, Fielding and Polly. Perhaps 


there were other children at this time. Altogether twelve child- | 


ren were born to then, 


They settled directly west of Richland View schoolhouse, No 
schoolhouse was there at that time. The first school was built 
about one-half mile west of the present site. The home place 


originally incluced the oilas Clark place and the Eliery Trammell. 


place, 


The log house which they built on the hill above the spring on 
the Ellery Trammel place had two rooms downstairs and an upstairs 
room or loft with a shutter window. My mother distinctly remem 


bers the shutter window upstairs, Probably the downstairs rooms 


had shutter windows also. 


Their nearest neighbor lived where Sheldon Lawson now lives, 
about one-fourth mile as the crow flies, If they let their fire 
go out, they had to borrow some from the neighbor, For such emer- 
gencies they kept boards strewed along the path. They picked some 
fire up between two boards and started home. When the boards be- 
gan to burn too much for comfort, an exchange was made for two of 
the boards along the path. 


Salt was very scarce. Polly could remember the first time she 
ever saw anyone put salt in corn bread. Yeast was the only leav- 
ening they had, Sometimes they used white ashes from hickory wood 
to make biscuits. I don't know at what date their mill could pro- 
duce flour, They took their grain a few miles up the creek to 
Sanders Mill. , : 


She could remember when there was only one house at Springdale, 
and when the town was called Shiloh. She used to go to campmeet— 
ing there, 


No one remembers exactly what became of all the twelve children 
born to Alvin anc Esther Hash. This is the way my mother remem- 
bers about them. | 


Salina married Ambrose Clark. They lived near Durham, Arkansas, 
Mary, Bill, and John were their children, Perhaps they had other 
children also. Their graves are in McCord See ee | 


Fielding married Caroline Counts and reared a large family. 
The Hash's and the Langhams who live near Goshen are his descend- 
ents, 
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Martha married Leroy Denney. They lived near War Eagle River for 
meny years. Their descendants hold a reunion each year, 


Caroline merried aman nemed Dodson, They went to California, Caro- 
line riding in a wagon. aS st 


‘Emeline and Bill Dodson (,a brother to the Dodson that Caroline mar= 
ried) went along on horseback, helping to drive the cattle, They -were,, 
married when they reached California. pies 


Phoebe married a man named Clark, They went to Texas while it was 
still wild and woolly. The Indians saw one of their boys out on horse- 
back, chased him home, caught him at the corral gate, killed = and 
scalped him before anyone could interfere. 


Lizzie married John Poole. 
Ben did not marry. Susan did not marry. 


Viola died at 5 years. The same night, Alvin died also, Both were. 
victims of typhoid fever. Their graves are probably the first in the 
family cemetery there. 


Calloway went to California after his wife died. She is buried in 
the family cemetery. 


I have save Polly's name until the last, although she was one of 
the children born before they came to Arkansas. she married Cyrus 
Clark, born Sept. 7, 1823, They lived for a time near War Eagle Mills, 


Mother remembers her telling about the time she and Salina rode 
horses from War Hagle to Richland View, Polly on one horse with her 
oldest boy Leroy up behind, Baby Viola in her arms; Salina on another 
horse with a child on behind and two in her lap. On the way, Salina's 
child went to sleep. So they pulled their horses up close and trans- 
ferred Leroy over to Salina's horse where he could reach around the 
sleeping child and hold him on, 


After Alvin Hash died (August 18, 1844), Polly and Cyrus purchased 
the home place. Her mother and a sister continued to live on the place 
in a house built a short distance northwest, Two of Polly's five 
children died in infancy. Cyrus was absent from home when one of them 
died. The sister who lived with their mother was over at Polly's house 
in the afternoon when the baby was sick. As Polly afterwards said, she 
was too contrary to ask her to stay, so the sister went home across 
the field. Polly waited until dark, then she went out in the back yard © 
and called, The sister came and stayed with her, The baby died that 
night. It was buried in the cemetery, with Alvin and Viola. A sister 
also had two babies buried there. ) 


_ Cyrus died quite young (December 11, 1859). He became ill while help-— 
ing to drive some hogs near Huntsville, Arkansas, He probably was’a 

victim of appendicitis. When they buried him in the little cemetery, 
someone made a mistake and laid him beside the sister's children bur- 

ied there... 
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At the time of the Givil War, Leroy, not old enough to be in the 
army, was big enough to be in danger from bushwhackers. Folly took the 
three children to Kansas for a time. She and some other families went 
from Arkansas. They drove oxen, whipping without mercy, trying to stay 
ahead of some freight wagons, so no one would know how small their 
group wes and how defenseless. 


‘nother time © she and’2 sister and another woman drove oxen to Miss- 
ouri to buy salt. They could buy only a peck each when they got there. 
The first night they camped at the ford,-of White River where the 
Goshen bridge now is. They cooked bacon for breakfast and started on 
before daylight. A wolf began to trail them and followed them up the 
lane as they went west. 


After her two oldest children were married and her youngest son 
Alonzo had gone to Valifornia, she made her home with her daughtor 
Viola who married Clint Trammel. As early as my mother can remember, 
Polly lived with them. 


‘bout 1885 Polly -went to California on the train. She took her 
feather bed with her in a big wooden box, (We still have the box.) 


When Viola and her husband died, they were buried in the family cem-_ 
etery. Polly then took turns living with her grandchildren, Part of . 
the time she lived with my mother. I can remember her well. r 


She died December 10, 1921, at the age of 94. # £=By her request, her 
coffin was made of walnut and cherry wood. A neighbor carpenter, Eric 
Bodine, made it. She also wished to be dressed in white. On a cold 
December day we made the long drive to the funeral, riding in a Spring- 
field wagon, although we had automobiles at the time, 


Hers is the last grave made in the little cemetery. The marker for _ 
her grave was made of native limestone, by a neighbor, Sidney Pitts. 
The graves of Alvin and Esther Hash and Viola Hash are covered with 
sendstones. At a later date, a son, Ben Hash, had a marble stone 
placed there. | : 


State Association Meets at Harrison 


The 1956 meeting of the Arkansas Historical Association will be held 
in Harrison Mey 4-5. The Friday program features a noon luncheon at 
which J. N. Heiskell, publisher of the Arkansas Gazette, will speak.on._ 
"Adventures in Arkansiana",and the annual banquet with an out-of-state 
speaker. Other speakers during the two-day session are ‘im, Ritchie of 
Arkadelphia, Ralph Rea of Harrison, W. A. Moffatt of Conway, and W. J. 
Lemke of the WCHS. Presiding over the various meetings will be George 
Connell, J.Wesley Sampier of Rogers, Rev. Lawrence Maus of Pocahontas, 
Mrs. Grace Nelson of North Little Rock, and Glen Martel of Magnolia. 
Programs may be scured from and reservations made through Prof. W.L. 
Brown, secretary-treasurer AHA, U of Arkansas, Fayetteville. 
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Seeks Information About Jesse J. LaFayette 


_ To show the fascination of historical search, and in the hope that 

some one of our readers may be able to help the writer of the letter, 

we are printing some excerpts from a letter which the WCHS received 
from O. L. Morgan of Newhall, Calif. Mr.iiorgan is an Oklahoma Cherokee 
but was born in St.Paul, Madison County, Arkansas, For 35 years he has 
_. devoted his spare time in the task of locating the grave of Sequoyah, 

. who died and was buried in Mexico in August eth His letter tells the 
story of the search and we quote from it: 


"In the Mexican state of Cauhuilla, we found traces of Cherokee, 
When we asked questions of the natives, we always got one answer,!Only 
one Cherokee ~~ Dr, Cherokee.' Naturally, we were intrigued by this 
name and decided to run down the origin... Je did, in so far as possible. 


"Dr.Cherokee was part Cherokee Indian and had come from Arkansas in 
about 1840. His father's name was Joseph LaFayette, and his mother's 
name was Mary Ritchie. He was a doctor and began practicing when he 
reached Mexico and was supposed to have practiced medicine in Arkansas. 


"Some man had killed his father, Joseph LaFayette, somewhere in Ark— 
ansas or along the state line. The son, whose real name was Jesse J. 
LaFayette, killed the murderer of his father and escaped to Mexico, He 
married a Mexican wife about 1855 and they reared three children, He 
made quite a fortune and left a fine reputation when he died July 6, 


1897. 


"This information will suffice to make a report of the Mexican end 
of the man, but we are unable to find one mention of any Jesse J, La- 
Fayette in connection with the Cherokees. Several little hints from 
older Cherokees seem to indicete that he may have lived in Arkansas, 
In. case you have any information on this subject, or know where such 
information may be found, we shall certainly appreciate your telling 
us about it. 


"The name LaFayette is French and as Dr. Cherokee was born in 1809, 
it is possible that Mary Ritchie may have been a Cherokee and Joseph 
LaFayette of French stock, However, we wish to learn who killed Joseph 
LaFeyette, why, where, when?" | 


"As They Saw Forrest" 


Students of Civil War history will be interested in the latest book 
from the McCowat-Mercer Press of Jackson, Tenn, It is the story of Gen. 
N.B.Forrest as told in the recollections and comments of his contemp— 
oraries. Title of the book is "As They Saw Forrest", I was pleased to 

find reproduced in the book the well-known painting of the battle of 
Brice's Cross Roads and surprised to learn that the original painting 
is in Batesville, Ark. Caption under the picture says: "Reproduction 

of painting by Frederick Ruple, a native of Switzerland, at request of 

Col.V.Y.Cook, Co.H, 7th Kentucky iiounted Infantry. Courtesy of John P, 

Morrow Jr., Colonel Cook's grandson of Batesville, Ark." 
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The He Family Records 


The discovery of more and more source material pertaining to the 
early history of Washington County is surprising. It would seem that 
after a hundred years there would be nothing left to discover. Yet the 
WCHS during the past five years has turned up a wealth of material and 
there is no telling how much more remains undiscovered, 


The publication by our Society of the Walker letters, the diary of 
J.L.Dickson, the letters of Robert liecklin, the James P. Neal records, 
the account books of John Stelle, the G.W.M.Reed documents, the Reiff 
papers, The Hiram Davis correspondence, the early church records dis- 
covered by Tom Feathers and Tom Rothrock, and others are indicative of 
the wealth .of historical material still reposing in ettics and old 
trunks in Washington Vounty. 


Our latest find is correspondence and other material pertaining to 
the pioneer Henry family who settled in the Oxford Bend area in our 
county's earliest days. The first Henrys to come to l/ashington County 
were probably James and Luvica Henry who arrived in the early 1830's. 
FLASHBACK is able to print the Henry records through the courtesy of 
Mrs. Langford, a granddaughter of Marshall Henry, Confederate soldier 
whose letters will appear in our next issue. Mrs, Roy Brumfield, a 
member of our Society, learned of the existence of the Henry miaver tal 
and persuaded Mrs.Langford to let us publish it. | 


Among the Henry records is a New Testament ( printed in 1852 ) that 
bears the autographs of Louisa M. Henry 1856 and John Brixey 1864. The 
Henrys and Brixeys were related. Between the pages of the Testament 
are such things as a small silk flag (Lone Star) 5x7 inches in ‘size, a 
miniature of the flag carried by the Texas regiments at the battle. of 
Pea Ridge. There are photos (tintypes) of Marshall Henry (1837-1909) 
and his. wife Nancy Benson Henry (1846-1897). There is a photograph of 
a family group in front of their log cabin home at Mayfield. In the 
old Testament is a picture of the surviving veterans of Co.F, 15th 
Northwest Arkansas Infantry, C.S.A., and a letter from 5.P,Pittman, 
president of the First National Bank, Fayetteville, calling for a 
reunion of Co. K, 34th Arkansas Infantry, at Cato Spring on Aug.12-13, 
1904. Among other souvenirs in the Testament is a circular issued by 
Stirman & Dickson of Fayetteville on May 17, 1861, announcing that all 
further sales would be for cash only. 


The oldest letter is dated Jan. 30, 1837. It was “db uee iy deeae 
and Luvica Henry to William and Matilda Robertson in Georgia, The let- 
ter reads as follows (with the quaint spelling preserved): 


State of Arkansas Washineton County 
January the 30 1837 
Dear uncle 


I take this opportunity to inform you that we are all well and all 
of your connection of this country through the blessings of God. 


I now try to discribe this country to you of some things, I read 
your letters. 1st October 21 2nd November the 3. I now undertake the 
first thing that calls my attention is our country is somewhat broken 
but is well wattered the soil is of a durable depth and produce well. 
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A sandy land of a mulattoe collor and red clay. Under the soil is from 

10 to 20 inches deep and brings from 10 to 15 barrels of corn to acres. 
It bring wheat from 15 25 30 bushels to acre but owing to season a 

good deal and also for cotton brings from 8 to 15 hundred but owing to 

season it is good for everything you will plant here. It is easy to 

attend. The climate is quite temperate and agreeable only at some 
season it is quite changeable and as for being satisfyed nearly every 

person that move here is dissattisfyed at first but after continuing 

for a while he comes well sattisfyed. All the old settlers is well 

pleased as any people and as for James Brandons part he has been live~ 

ing here five years and he say he will never be better sattisfyed un- 

till he gets to heven. 


2ndly there is some limestone and sand rock in this country. The 
general growth is of timber walnut hickry post oak black oak white and 
black burch syccamoore hackberry black locust and all the verious 
growths of a fertile country only popular and chesnut. There is black 
jack and pine in various part land can be had at from ‘31.25 acre 
government land, deeded land is %5.00 to »10.00 acre that is well in- 
proved and dressed off and good buildings is scarce here in general 
but people is building fast. The general opinion of the peple is the 
land sails will be stopt for some time but land will sell high here in 
process of time, The peple is verry much adjetated or making money for 
it is not scarce, We are bounded on the west by the Cherokee line 
north by Missouri east by Tennessee south by Texas and Loisiana, Our 
nearest: water carrage is Arkansas River 50 miles. The garrison is 60 
miles off, There has been a grate emigration of indians on the west of 
us this.fall and owing the call for provision corn is 50 cents bushel 
pork is $3.30 hundred flower is {4.00 hundred beef 34 pound. 


And now as I have been saying something about the country this bit 
of paper cannot begin to hold what I could discribe to you if I could 
be with you and tell of it. I tell you now we have preaching in our 
country of the various orders. Religion appears to be in the dow 
scale at present. I tell you that my father and mother in law is set- 
tled for life that they moved for convenience and has got them as 
muah so as may be expected in this life. They have all of there child- 
ren here near them but wWilliem and he is 150 miles off in the Missouri. 
Now uncle I want to be excused for my short discription and blunders 
and mistakes look over, excuse. 


We also desire to be remembered to Mary Mackey and tell her that we 
are well and well sattisfyed much better than we was in Tennessee, 
Also remember us to all of our strong connections, Tell Mary we have 
the two boys only living. We had a daughter but she is dead. Remember 
us to Samuel and Andy Mackey also if my judgment would be of any help 
to you in mooveing here I would advise you to come to Moulton first 
then Memphis then to Baitsville then to Fayettsville nothing more. 


Your unworthy nepphew farewell 


James and Luvica Henry 
to William and Matilda Robertson 


Also negroes sells high here, from 7 to 15 hundred dolars, owing to 
the profits of labour. Also if you are interested to moove here I want 
to no by letter if you do intend to moove to start early the first of 
Sept according to my judgment nowlI quit. 
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Henry Collection Contains @ovy of 1861 Newspaper 


The collection of Henry family records contains a copy of the Fay- 
etteville Weekly Arkansian. It is the issue of April 12, 1861 (Vol. 3, 
No. 4). William E. Smith was the editor and publisher, 


what makes this issue of unusual interest is the fact that the de- 
bate of union vs. disunion was et its height. The paper contains the 
"Proclamation by the President of the Convention ‘of the People of Ark- 
ansas" calling for an election on the first Monday in ‘August 1861 on 
the question of "cooperation or secession." The proclamation is signed 
by David Walker, chairman, and E.C. Boudinct, ‘secretary of the Conven- 
tion, est See 


The issue contains several editorial attacks on David Walker and 
Colonel Gunter, two of Washington County's delegates to the Convention 
who had voted against secession in the first meeting of the Conven- 
tion. -' Both men were in favor of cooperating with ~ the other border 
states and both changed their vote from cooperation to secession when 
the Convention reconvened. Also, both later served in the Confederate 
army with the rank of Colonel. | 


The issue contains "An Open Letter to the Hon, David Walker" from 
which the following paragraph is quoted: 


"Did you not charge Hon. T.C.Hindman, Governor Rector and others; in 
a word the whole Southern Rights party with being Secessionists and 
traitors? and that their sole object was to destroy ‘this glorious 
union' and thereby create more offices for themselves? Now let me ask 
you in all candor if you did not hear Hindman make his last speech in 
the Court House in this city and if he did not then and there announce 
to the people that their constitutional rights had been trampled under 
foot by the Black Republican party?" | 


The most important news story in the issue tells of the presentation 
of a flag on April 6, 1861. The flag was raised on a flag staff that 
‘ stood in the courthouse yard. It was probably the first Confederate 
flag flown in Fayetteville. Mrs.J.L.Dickson made the address on behalf 
‘of the ladies and presented the "beautiful ensign of southern chivalry 
through Dr.C.W.Deane to the gentlemen."The paper quotes iirs.Dickson's 
speech in full, es well as Dr.Deane's response, Then follows this par-—- 
agraph: 


"When Dr.Deane had concluded, the beautiful banner commenced ascend- 
ing, and at the top of the flag staff floated out gallantly to the 
breeze. The Brass Band then struck up ‘Dixie's Land! efter which three 
cheers were proposed for Jeff Davis and the Southern Confederacy, 

which was responded to by the immense throng with a hearty good will". 


The flag-raising was followed by an oration by Major Reagen, Colonel 
Gunter was called on for a speech but refused to speak under the flag, 
~ so the audience went into the Court House to listen to him, ei 


The Arkansian's eccount closes with this: "We cannot conclude this 
article and deny the meed of praise that is due the saloon keepers who 
at the request of the ladies, closed their doors during the day." 
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Legal notices in the Fayetteville Arkansian of Apr. 12, 1861, were 
the following: 


Notice of Attachment -- Carter Odle vs. Wm. P. McCoy levying writ of 
attachment "upon a certain Jackass," “eter Ss “ 


Sheriff George Gibson's notice of sale of real estate to satisfy 
i ute 
Samuel Mays vs Wesley Slater 
Barron & Gray vs John H. Long 
Albert G, Farrar, Martin & Adair, Joseph Lynch vs 
Wm, A. Brown 
Richard A. Plumb, assignee of James M. Morgan vs 
Wm, W. Moore 
State of Arkansas vs Moses Whitaker 
State of Arkansas vs Warren House Sr. 


Bill for Divorce —— Mary Ann McCoy by her next friend, John Polson, 
vs. Absalom licCoy. 


Sheriff Gibson published an offer of {400 reward for return of two 
prisoners who broke out of the Washington County jail -- James Riece 
and John Johnson, The latter was identified as "quite a rowdy, fond of 
Whisky, very profane," 


Notice -— $10 reward for return of horse, 10 years old, strayed or 
stolen from my home 7 miles southwest on Cane Hill road, Address me at 
Ada, Washington Co., Ark. -- J. H. Webber 


Professional cards included the following: 


John A, Arrington, Attorney, Bentonville 

Wilson & Duke (A.M.Wilson and M.C.Duke), attorneys 

Dr. S. R. Bell, office on Main St., formerly the Land Office 

Dr.J. Stevenson, Center St., lst door east of Stone & Holcombs Corner 

Drs. T.J. ond \W.H. Pollard, practicing in conjunction 

Dre vee Beerborouch® Office at home, opposite the residence of S. K, 
Stone and between the residences of Col.Rieff and L.8.Cunningham, 

Dentistry -- J.R.Palmer, resident dentist, office in Rieff building, 
south, side of Court Square. 

Dentistry -- R. B. Kice, office upstairs, Quarles & Walker building, 
next door to Telegraph Office. 


Other advertisements: 

Henry D. Ford, watch maker and jeweler, north of the Court -Square 

Edward E. Pratt (Quarles Bldg.), watch maker and jeweler 

J.T, Sutton, "College Avenue Depot", grocer 

‘C. S. Hauptman, house and sign painter 

G. D. Baker, contractor -— "Jerusalem must be rebuilt but the under- 
signed prefers building up Fayetteville before going there, Estimates 
on any building from a Cottage to a Castle," 

Institute for the Blind, at Arkadelphia, Announced opening and re- 
ception of blind pupils. Otis Pattend, Supt. Ad signed H. Flanagin, 
president; I.\/,omith, secretary. 


(Other Henry material will appear in next issue of FLASHBACK.) 
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Cherokee Population in the Early 19th Century 
by Elsa Vaught te 


Muriel H. Wright, an eminent historian, in her book "A Guide to the 
indian Tribes of Oklahoma", published in 1951 by the University of 
Oklahoma Press, has this paragraph in her chapter on the Cherokee 
Nation: 7 ne 

"The remarkable advancement of the Cherokee as a people came about 
largely through the influence of the mixed=blood families of Irish, 
German, English, Welsh or Scottish descent, whose encestors settled 
and married in the Nation during the 18th century. mong them were 
such names as Adair, Vann, Chisholm, Ward, Hicks, Reese, \Wickett,Ross, 
Fields, Lowry and Rogers, all well-known tribal femilies whose des- 
cendants were prominent in Cherokee history. Many of them were plant- 
ers and traders, owners of substantial residences, Negro slaves, and 
large herds of cattle." 


It is interesting to note that all but one of these names have ap- 
peared in the record printed in FLASHBACK during the last three years, 
some several times, These names have appeared in early census lists, 
in the marriage records, and in those old cemeteries toward the west- 
ern side of Washington County. 


After the Revolutionary War many Loyalists thought best to leave 
their homes in the colonies and settle elsewhere. Some went to Canada, 
Meany went west into what is now Tennessee, others to the Carolinas and 
Georgia and established homes among the Cherokees. They became members 
of the tribe, going farther west with them after the treaty of 1817 
and again in 1828 and 1838. Thése colonists were mostly people of 
property, conservatives, who had done well under English rule. 


Thomas L. McKenney was appointed in 1816 by President Madison as 
"Superintendent of the U. S. Trade with the Indian Tribes." He served 
in that capacity for many years. In his "Memoirs" printed in 1845, he 
has this paragraph: | ae 
| "In the year 1819 an estimate was made of all Cherokees, Those on 
the west of the Mississippi River were estimated at 5,000 souls; those 
east of that river at 10,000. A census was taken in 1645 and these 
returns made: Native citizens, 13,563; white men merried into the 
Nation, 147; white women married into the Nation, 73; African slaves, 
aL fF ag poe 


From Everett Dale's "Readings in Oklahoma History", cauoting Return 
J. Meigs, U. S. Agent to the Cherokee Indians, (Niles Register): "As 
early as 1809 acolony of Cherokee had gone west to settle on the 
White River. In the census of 1809 which Meigs had teken, there were 
in all 14,500 members of the Nation." 3 


From the Same Readings, quoting H.F. and E.S.O'Bierne: Indian Terri- 
tory -- "In eight years from the time of the first settlement (1809) 
there were 3,000 members of the triba on the White River and its trib— 
uteries," Quoting further from O'Bierne, one can get the reason for 
this emigration. "In 1700 the Cherokee Nation consisted of 64 towns. 
The Upper Cherokees on the Telico and Tennessee Rivers and the Lower 
Cherokees on the Oconee and Savannah Rivers developed a difference in 
their taste and methods of living. The former were establishing then- 
selves on farms and more and more taking up the white man's ways. The 
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lower group wished to depend on hunting and fishing, leading a more 
nomad life, As there was a growing scarcity. of game, a party of Lower 
Town Cherokees started out for the White River country of Arkensas, 
finding plenty of game there in 1809, Others followed." 


This tends to show that members of the Cherokee Nation mingled with, 
and gave their nemes to, many of the early settlers in \/Jashington and — 
Benton counties, Since the western line of Sebastian, Crawford, ‘Jash- — 
ington and Benton was the dividing line between Arkansas and the Cher-- 
okee Nation, whet more natural? 


This explanation from James M. Carselowey, who is a citizen of the 
Cherokee iNetion, makes clearer the relationship that existed among the 
white and Indian members of the Nation: 

"Tt, has long been the custom among the Cherokees that amyone of any 
amount or degree of Cherokee blood was considered a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation, There has never been any question of degree of Chero- 
kee blood, for with any amount of Cherokee blood one could call hin- 
self a 'citizen of the Nation! and be accepted and approved as such, 


"There were very few full-blood Cherokee chiefs or other officials 
of the tribe, yet all were:considered as much Cherokee as if they were. 
Most of the members of the Cherokee Nation were not of full-blood de- 
gree. During allotment anyone with any amout of Cherokee blood was 
considered a 'citizen of C.N.' However, those of one-half or more 
were restricted Indians and the Department of the Interior acted as 
guardian, Those who registered less than one-half were free to trans- 
act business, sell their land, etc., without government regulations,'! 


If one looks for reasons why there were so many educated and out- 
standing whites among the members of the Nation, they are not hard to 
find. There was the natural inclination of the colonial pioneers to 
move westward and after the Revolutionary War many Royalists, mostly 
people of property, conservatives who had done well under English rule, 
found it best to leave their homes in the Colonies and settle else- 
where, Some went’ to Canada; many went west into Tennessee, South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, land held by the Cherokee Nation, 


(James ii, Carselowey, a new member of the Washington County Histori- 
cal Society, is much interested in Arkansas and Oklahoma history. His 
Arkansas lines trace to Capt. Jasper Dawson who was born in Berryville 
in 1840 and served in Co, I, 18th Arkansas, Carselowey's mother was 
Annie Belle Fishback of the same family that gave us a governor. He 
has a very sinall quantum of Cherokee blood from a Captain John Rogers, 
War of. 1612, who arrived in Arkansas in 1821 from Hiwassee, Tennessee 
and became ‘a chief of the Cherokees in 1839. 


—' Mr, Carselowey has a fine and complete genealogy of many branches of 
(his family in America eight and nine generations back, (If you stop to 
.. think back eight generations, there are 256 people who gave you blood; 
+-back nine, 512.) He does some writing. I have clippings of two of his 
URS 5 one from the Pryor Jeffersonian in which he describes a visit 
‘sto the Huntsville cemetery in search of his great-grandfather' S grave, 
5 CeDeene Jasper Dawson, The other from the Tulsa World in which he 
»-tells the story of Talihina (7/8 Inglish, 1/16 Scotch, 1/16 Cherokee), 

-: the "Indian wife" ‘of Sam Houston. -- E.V.) 
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i Record Book of George iJ. M. Reed 
by Tom Feathers 


(In the December 12, 1867, edition of the Mountain Echo, 2 newspaper 
published in Fayetteville, the following 2dvertisement 2ppecred: 

"GEORGE W. M. REED, Lote Captain lst Arkansas Cevelry, United Stetes 
Volunteers, hereby gives notice. to 211 soldiers residing in the 
counties of Washington, Madison, Benton, Carroll and Crewford, who were 
his companions in arms to suppress The Late Rebellion, es well as to 
-li others who fought in the Union Army, thet. he has opened. a WAR 
CLiIM AGENCY st Fayetteville, arkansas, and is now prepared to collect 
o)) Arrears of Pay, Bounties, Pensions, Increase of Pensions, both for 
invalids and Widows, 2s well as Every Kind of Clea in growing out of the 
service of the Soldier, or thot mey be due his heirs. Claims for horses 
lost in service collected. Three months! Pea ey proper to Officers col- 
lected. Claims for Arrears 4nd Bounty to Colored Soldiers, or for their 
Widows, Children, &c., collected, Prize Money Cl2ims collected. Pen- 
sions to all persons entitled thereto collected. U.S. GENERAL LAND 
OFFICE, Trznsacted: Lands Entered and Patents-procured from Government. 
Vouchers given for supplies collected. Being connected with ea First 
Class /gency in Washington, D. C., prompt settlement and Quick Returns 

con be guaranteed,."') 


The Record Book has been loaned to us, for the purpose of abstracting 
historicel information, by J. Foy Reed, 2 son of George W. ii, Reed. It 
contains items of olisthe subjects*mentioned in the advertisement and 
meny others. The book,°10 x 16 inches in size, contzins 523 pages, of 
which none is blank. MTo give an idea of the contents -—— the first. 82 
peges contain 579 entries. Pensions were obtained for veterans or 
widows of veterens, of the War of 1812, the Florida War, the Black 
Howk ee the Wear with Mexico, end the Civil War (both Confederate and 
Union 2 7 | 1 & . 7 


By pages, this'is 2 listing of some of the contents of the book: 


1-25 Claims filed for supplies taken by the Union army and Confeder= 
ate army, including meat, forage, horses and bounty claims. 
26-27 Claims for pensions 2s‘result of War of 1812. 
28-7 Specific claims for supplies taken by Union arnay 
75-76 List of claims made too late (all dated in Merch 1873) 
- 77-78 Applications for land patents, pensions for War of 1812 
79 ° List of pensioners for whom Mr, Reed got vouchers “ args 
80-81 Listing of names, numbers and amount of drafts that mr. Reed: 
received in August 1874 2nd April 1875, from the Wer Department and 
paid out on Southern claims 
82 Listing of drafts received in October and November 1875, April 
1877, and July 1878 
83-143 Pension claims filed for Civil Wer and Wer of 16812, etc. 
U44-340 Applications filed for lands; some pensions included 
341-370 Mostly pension claims, some land entries 
371-447 Applications for lands; some pension claims for Indiéns liv- 
ing in the Territory including: Betsy (Quate) Turkey, widow of Standing 
Turkey; Larkin Forekiller, 2 Cherokee; Polly (Moton) Secowey; Ollie 
War. Club, of Going Snake District, C.N.; Levi Robins, War of 1812; 
Felix Fixin, whose death was witnessed by Yellow Hemmer; Deby Sixkiller, 
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filed for Cricket Sixkiller, who died at Baxter Springs, Kans.; and 
Chickilles, 2. Cherokee who enlisted at Frozen Rock, C.N. (Much of 
the testimony given by applicants is recorded.) 


48 List of pensions collected with names and BOgreEaSE 

449-454 Claims for pensions 

455-470 Claims filed for both lands and pensions 
. 471-523 Lends forfeited to State for taxes, redeemed by whom and the 
amount paid for seme for 1867, 1868, 1869 2nd 1870 


ott will be evident from the foregoing that this Record Book contains 
a,great amount of historical source material, especially as pertcins 
Ec veterans of the early wars, land patents, and the like. We hope to 
make this materiel available to our WCHS members es soon as the index- 
ing. has been completed, 


- 


Pioneer Washington County Name Turns Up in Texas 


The name Tyner which appears in early Washington County records has 
eluded us. If any Tyner descendants are still living here, we do not 
know of them, Mrs. Malcolm D. McLean, a member of the WCHS, while 
working in the Texas library at.Austin, discovered a reference - which 
would indicate that the Tyners moved to California before the Civil 
War. The following paragraph appears on p. 75 of "Theora H. Whitaker", 
printed by The Victoria Advocate, 1941: 


"Claude Andrew Keeran, one of South Texas ! most widely known ranch- 
men, Was born in Stockton, Calif., April 10, 1862, and died in San An- 
tonio March 30, 1930. He was the son of John Newbanks Keeran, a native 


of Harpers Ferry, Va., and Mary J. Tyner os a native of Fayette- 
ville, Ark, John N. Keeran came to Texas in 1867 after he had struck 
it rich in California. during the gold boom. He settled in Victoria 
County ‘and established the present Keeran Ranch of 25,000 acres along 
the Garcitas Creek, naming it the California Ranch. (6riginall owned 

by Martin DeLeon, Also the site of Fort St.Louis and LaSalle's landing 
place.) Claud A, Keeran was married at Glasgow, Ky., Nov.28, 1900, to 

Gertrude Raubold, who survives him together with two. daughters, lis, 
Henry Koontz and Miss Emily Pierce Keeran, and one son, John Newbanks 
Kepran, all of Victoria." 


History Commission Publishes Booklet on Civil War Battles 


The Arkansas History Commission recently issued an attractive book- 
let containing maps and descriptions of seven Civil War battles in 
Arkansas. The sites will be inspected by the Arkansas Battlefield Com— 
mission, recently appointed by the Governor, and, it is hoped, will be 
marked by handsome monuments, Among the ten members of the Commission 
are two members of the WCHS -— R.R.Logan and Alvin Seamster. The Com- 
mission: plans to inspect Elkhorn Tavern on Saturday, April 28, and the 
battlefield at Prairie Grove on Sunday morning, April 29. Interested 
persons can meet the Commission at either place, ‘= 
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Booklet Features Fayettevilie History 


The third edition of "Historic Fayetteville", a tourist promotion 
booklet published annually by Mrs. Roy Brumfield, is now on the press, 
The booklet contains pictures and descriptions of historic sites in 
the Fayetteville area and maps of suggested tours. firs.Brumfield is a 
member of the WCHS. The booklet may be ordered from Mrs.Brumfield at 
the Mountain Inn, 


Old AIU Faculty Picture 


Mrs. W.F.Dunn Sr., member of the WCHS who now lives with her son in 
Tulsa, has sent our Society a photograph of the faculty of the Arkan- 
sas Industrial University taken by Mrs.Young,Fayetteville photographer, 
during the administration of President J. L. Buchanan. The faculty 
was composed of the following teachers: Droke, Menke, Futrall, Dunn, 
Shannon, Perdue, Howell, Leverett, Gladson, Chandler, Randolph, Kerr, 
McNeil, Peck, Knoch and Bentley. We have had the picture copied by 
Green's Studio and hope to reproduce it in an early issue of FLASHBACK, 


Cane Hill Memorabilia 


Mrs, George Dismukes of Westville, Okla., member of our Society, has 
loaned us a collection of old newspapers, booklets and other material, 
including a scrapbook that once belonged to her mother, Ida Lee Mann. 
We plan to publish an article on this material, all of wnich has to do 
with old Cane Hill. There is a copy of the Cane Hill News of Aug. 6 
1903 (Vol. I, No.15): Two catalogs of Cane Hill College(1878 and 188%); 
programs of Cane Hill pageants of 1927 and 1941, anda booklet pub-— 
lished in 1942 by the Cane Hill Restoration Association, 


Stirman Material in Texas 


lirs, L. E. Alexander of Uvalde, Texas, has copied for us a "History 
of the Life and Labors of William Stirman and Sons", written by Valen- 
tine Irvin Stirman in Ennis, Texas, dated May 27, 1892, The original 
manuscript is in the possession of Mr. Mack Stirman, minister of the 
Church of Christ in Uvalde, Texas. He is a grandson of V. I. Stirman. 
This Stirman manuscript is of unusual interest to Washington County, 
because it contains a first-hand account of General Fagan's attack on 
Fayetteville on Nov. 24, 1864. Also because of a recital of the war- 
time adventures of Col. E. I. "Ras"Stirman, who became Mayor of Fay- 
etteville after the war and built the fine old home on College Avenue 
in which Mrs. J.C.Futrall now lives, FLASHBACK will publish the Stir- 
man material in an early issue, 


Clock Was Gift from Visitors 


A handsome "grandfather's clock!!' 7 feet tall, which stood in the 
office: of the University president for a quarter century, is now in 
the office of Marvin Miller, University librarian. It bears an engrav- 
ed plate with this inscription: "Presented to the University of Arkan- 
sas by this group of visiting Little Rock citizens in token of their 
appreciation of the happy day which they have spent as guests of the 
people of Fayetteville and the University and with the fond hope that 
it willbe an ever-present reminder of the close ties of friendship 
which unite the two communities. November 9th, 1927." 
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Arkansas Historical Quarterly Reviews "Walker Letters" 


| A review of THE WALKER FAMILY LETTERS appears in the Spring Issue of 
_ the Arkansas Historical Quarterly. Written by Ted R. Worley, editor of 


'. the Quarterly, the review gives high praise to our booklet. At the 


. Sacrifice of modesty, we are reprinting the review: | 


THE WALKER FAMILY LETTERS (Fayetteville: Washington County Historical 
Society, 1956) 

This collection of 74 letters, dated 1830-1881, constitutes a most 
valuable addition to Arkansas historical source material. The letters 
were written by and to. members of the David Walker family. They are 


_ family letters. Other letters of David Walker are to appear separately. 


THE WALKER FAMILY LETTERS has something of the impact of a drama by 
some playwright who undertook a project too vast for completion but 
succeeded in a first draft without transitions and stage directions. 
With. a 50-year time span and a swarm of kinfolk as characters the 
author could not manage a compact plot or ordinary unity and tidiness. 
Nevertheless a striking unity was achieved, just how, is hard to say. 
Perhaps David Walker's life lends the story coherence, or perhaps the 
solidarity of the family itself. As one goes with increasing interest 
through the letters, the feeling grows that the Walker family's ele- 
mental.solidarity is the focal theme. Migrations, plagues, war, and 
death strained but never parted the bonds of the clan. Taking opposing 
sides in secession and war, they never hated but sorrowed for erring 
kinsnen, They. were forever trying to help each other — with advice, 
money, or prayers. Historians who assert that an extraordinary fami- 


ly bond isa distinguishing mark of Southerners will find here a perfect 


case study which should support the thesis. 


Of all things one does not expect to find poetic expression in fani- 
ly letters, yet it is here in considerable measure, especially in the 
letters of David Walker, who could write’ simply and rhythmically at 


least in private correspondence in an age that did not value simpli- | 


city in rhetoric. - Walker lost a son Wythe in the war. His daughter 
Mary named:a son Wythe, and the young Wythe represented to the grand- 
father, his lost son. In advising Mary how to care for the baby he 
wrote: .."I can at least repeat his name and make him in some small de- 
gree to. fill avoid which all this world can never fill." In equally 
striking language he wrote on another occasion: "Cousin, I am a poor 
weak mortal, There are sympathies so tender that it is painful to 
think of them, What I am and what I should like to be are very differ- 
ent things." And the words David Walker penned toward the end of his 
life, while on the subject of assistance to children and grandchildren 


who had looked to him, are laden with tragedy: "The old prop upon . 


which they lean will not last much longer. But I leave the subject. 
God be the ‘guide and SOS of us all." 


Beriour students will find in this volume new material on travel, 
migration, economics, and folkways, as well as a wealth of data on 
David Walker as a person. The general reader who. takes his history 
willy-nilly is not likely to lay it down unread if he has even a whim 
Sical interest in sources. 


Arkansas History Commission Ted R. Worley 
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